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Course Title  Genres of English Literature 

Course Code: LNL6062 

Course Coordinator Dr Manpreet Sharma 

Credits 04 

Evaluation Scheme   Total 100 Marks 

Quiz (Total 20 Marks) Assignment/Project  

(Total 20 marks) 

(Minimum Two Assignments or 

one Project) 

Mid-Term 

 

Major 

Examination 

 

Total 

 

Quiz I 

(5 marks 

Quiz II 

(5 marks) 

 

Quiz III 

(5 marks) 

 

Quiz IV 

(5 marks) 

  20 marks) 

(1 ½ Hour 

Duration) 

(40 marks) 

(3 Hour 

Duration 

100 Marks 

WEEKS TOPICS TO BE COVERED 

Week 1  Defining Drama. History evolution and development of drama. 

Characteristics of drama, brief introduction of major dramatists 

and their famous dramas: from classical to modern. 

Week 2 Tragedy as a form of drama. Development of tragedy. Various 

literary techniques involved in tragedy viz. catharsis, comic relief, 

hamartia, hubris, deus-ex-machina, peripeteia and their presence in 

the modern and classical tragedies 

Week 3 Comedy and its historical background. Comedy of humours and 

manners as distinct types of comedies. Understanding Shavian 

comedy, Farce, Sentimental Comedy with popular examples. 

Week 4 Understanding tragi-comedy along with a brief introduction of 

Shakespearean famous tragi-comedies, problem play, satyr play, 

absurd play, kitchen sink drama and epic theatre with few examples 

from English drama. 

Week 5 Understanding Prose as a distinct genre of literature. Discussing 

various features of prose and their presence in English prose. 

Week 6  Types of prose viz. romances, utopia, essays and their characteristic 

features with examples from different ages of English literature 

Week 7 A discussion on short-story, Biography, autobiography, memoir and 

travelogues with brief introduction to important authors of each 

type. 

Week 8 Poetry as a literary genre. Various types of poetries; Lyric poetry 

and the literary devices and techniques along with a brief reading of 

some lyric poems.  
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Course Outcomes: 

CO1: To understand and develop the ability to distinguish different literary genres and forms 

CO2: To apply literary terminology for narrative, dramatic and poetic genres 

CO3: To comprehend the literary development and its evolution, leading to a need for distinct   

literary genre. 

Recommended Books: 

1. M.H. Abrahams, Glossary of Literary Terms, 5TH ed. 

2. The Routledge Companion to Global Literary Adaptation in The Twenty-First Century, edited 

by Brandon Chua and Elizabeth Ho. 

3. Jonathan Culler Literary Theory 

Calendar of Quizzes/Assignment etc. to be provided as per below details and exact dates to be 

fixed in consultation with other course coordinators to avoid overlap of Quizzes of different 

courses.  

Component Date 

Week 9 Ballads and its various types with discussion on a few ballad poems, 

conceit and dramatic monologues as literary devices. 

Week 10 Epic, concrete poetry, confessional, conversation, pastoral, elegy, 

sonnets, psalms etc. with examples from each type. 

Week 11 (17
th

 -21
st
 March, 2025) Mid-Term  

2
nd

 May, 2025 Showing of Mid-Term Answer Sheets 

Week 13 Novel as a distinct literary Genre. Novelization: plot, character, 

technique, narrative technique and dialogue with examples from 

renowned novelists. 

Week 14 Diction, imagery, point of view, setting as important constituents of 

a novel and their usage in the English novel.  

Week 15 Types of novels: picaresque, historical, gothic, psychological and 

stream of consciousness. 

Week 16 Types of novels cont. science fiction, campus fiction, coming of age 

novel, buildngsroman, episolatory and romance novel. 

Week 17 (5
th

 -9
th

 May, 2025) Revision Week    

Week 18 (13
th

 – 22
nd

 May, 2025) Major Examinations 

29
th

 May, 2025                                    Showing of Major Exams Answer Sheets  
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Quiz-I 27
th

 -31
st
, January 2025 

Quiz-II 24
th

 -28
th

 February, 2025 

Assignment-I 10
th

 -12
th

 February, 2025 

Mid-Term 17-21
st
 March, 2025 

Assignment-II/ 

Project Submission 

21
st
 – 24

th
 April, 2025 

Quiz-III 7
th

 – 11
th

 April, 2025 

Quiz-IV 28
th

 April-2nd, May, 2025 

Major Exam 13
th

 – 22
nd

 May, 2025 

Note: 

1.  One surprise Quiz may be fixed out of Quiz-II, Quiz-III or Quiz-IV. 

2. In case of any deviation in evaluation methodology for courses such as AEC/VAC/SEC 

shall be mentioned accordingly.  Thus, same shall be approved by the next BOS of 

school if not done earlier. 

Signature of Course Coordinator :   


