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Course Title:

American Literature

Course Code:

LNLMD208

Course Coordinator

Dr Manpreet Sharma

Credits

04

Evaluation Scheme Total 100 Marks

Quiz (Total 20 Marks)

Assighment/Project Mid-Term Total
(Total 20 marks)
(Minimum Two Assignments or

one Project

Major
Examination

Quiz |

(5 marks

Quiz 11
(5 marks)

Quiz 111
(5 marks)

Quiz IV
(5 marks)

20 marks) 100 Marks
(1* Hour

Duration)

(40 marks)
(3 Hour
Duration

WEEKS

TOPICS TO BE COVERED

Week 1

An overview of early modern and American literature.
Summary of analytical perspectives, historical settings, and
literary movements (such as psychoanalysis, feminism, and
formalism).

Each author's work and a brief introduction is offered.

Week 2

Introduction of Tennessee Williams’ The Glass Menagerie
Historical background: Southern Gothic tradition, post-Depression
America.

Overview of Williams’ style: psychological depth, symbolism, and
memory play.

Important topics include family interactions, dreams and
disappointments, and illusion versus reality as underpinned in the

play.

Week 3

Tennessee Williams’ The Glass Menagerie Cont.

A thorough examination of the symbolism and structure of the
play.

Themes of sacrifice, flight, and the constraints of familial
expectations.

The “gentleman caller’s dual function as an instrument of
disappointment and a symbol of hope.

Week 4

Chapters 1-4 of Toni Morrison's Beloved

Overview of Toni Morrison’s writing style: fragmented narrative and
magic realism.
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Historical background: Reconstruction, slavery, and the effects of
trauma.

An overview of Sethe’s personality and the psychological and literary
themes of haunting.

Week 5

Beloved (Chapters 5-8)

The relationship between the psychological effects of slavery and
parenting. Sethe’s identity crisis and her complicated relationship with
her kids. The part that community plays in survival and healing.

Week 6

Beloved (Chapters 9-12)

The figure of Beloved as a manifestation of collective and individual
trauma. The psychological effects of slavery on the characters. The
healing process and the rejection of the past.

Week 7

Beloved (Final Chapters)

The conclusion of Sethe’s personal atonement and the haunting of
Beloved. The effects of slavery on families and communities.
Examining the conclusion: Does Beloved’s departure indicate a
resolution or a continuous conflict?

Discussion and presentation on learning outcomes

Week 8

The Purloined Letter by Edgar Allan Poe.

An overview of Poe’s detective fiction and how it influenced the
field. The subject of perception versus reality: Dupin’s analytical
skills and intelligence.

The mystery’s resolution through the use of irony and tension.

Week 9

“The Crack-Up” by F. Scott Fitzgerald (Selections)

Understanding literary significance of F. Scott Fitzgerald in the literary
domain of American Literature.
The American Dream’s fall and the disappointment of the 1920s.

Week 10

“The Crack-Up” by F. Scott Fitzgerald (Selections)

Fitzgerald’s own battles with identity, failure, and celebrity.
Themes of existential crises, self-doubt, and the fragility of the
“American Dream.”

Week 11 (17" -21% March, 2025)

Mid-Term

2" May, 2025

Showing of Mid-Term Answer Sheets

Week 13

Leaves of Grass by Walt Whitman (Selections, *'Passage to India™)
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Theme of transcendentalism in Whitman’s poetry.

Whitman’s appreciation of the meeting point of East and West and
human connection. The American identity in relation to progress and
globalism.

Week 14 The Prologue by Anne Bradstreet
The position of women in literature and society during the 17th century.
Bradstreet’s defence of her lyrical skills and criticism of the expectations
society places on women.
Examining Bradstreet’s tone, irony, and the conflict between
assertiveness and modesty.

Week 15 Comparative analysis of Bradstreet, Whitman, Fitzgerald, Poe,
Morrison, and Williams.
Comparative analysis of themes: The intersection of personal and
societal struggles in each text.
How do the authors use their unique styles to convey the
psychological and societal tensions of their times?

Week 16 Student Presentations & In-Class Discussions

Student presentations on critical essays or themes from the readings.
Group discussions on different interpretations of the texts.

Week 17 (5™ -9™ May, 2025)

Revision Week

Week 18 (13" — 22" May, 2025)

Major Examinations

29" May, 2025

Showing of Major Exams Answer Sheets

Course Outcomes:

CO1: Develop a deeper understanding of the evolution of American literature through the study of
key authors and works from various periods.

CO2: Analyse diverse literary forms and styles, including poetry, drama, short fiction, and essay, with
a focus on themes like identity, memory, societal change, and the American experience

CO3: Evaluate the significance of individual works and their impact on American literary traditions,
and reflect on their relevance in contemporary discourse.

Recommended Books:

1. American Literature and the Culture of Rebellion by Timothy P. McCarthy
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2. The Norton Anthology of American Literature (Multiple Editions) Editors: Robert S.
Levine, Jerome McGann, et al.

3. Theories of American Literature by Charles L. Crow

Calendar of Quizzes/Assignment etc. to be provided as per below details and exact dates to be
fixed in consultation with other course coordinators to avoid overlap of Quizzes of different
COUrses.

Component Date

Quiz-I 27™ -31%, January 2025
Quiz-I1 24™ -28™ February, 2025
Assignment-1 10™ -12™ February, 2025
Mid-Term 17-21% March, 2025
Assignment-11/ 215 — 24™ April, 2025

Project Submission

Quiz-11 7" — 11™ April, 2025

Quiz-1V 28" April-2nd, May, 2025

Major Exam 13" — 22" May, 2025
Note:

1. One surprise Quiz may be fixed out of Quiz-I1, Quiz-111 or Quiz-1V.

2. In case of any deviation in evaluation methodology for courses such as AEC/VAC/SEC
shall be mentioned accordingly. Thus, same shall be approved by the next BOS of
school if not done earlier.

Signature of Course Coordinator



