
Lt. Governor Shri Manoj Sinha addressed the 20th Foundation 

Day celebration of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University 

At the event, the Lt Governor laid foundation stones for the infrastructural projects 

worth Rs 70 crore. In his address, the Lt Governor congratulated the students, faculty 

and the staff members of the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University and commended the 

significant contribution of the university in the education sector. The Lt Governor said 

that “In the last two decades, SMVDU has nurtured students, served the knowledge 

economy of the country with great distinction and aspires to empower young genera-

tion,”. Education awakens the mind. It offers the ability to question the status quo 

and the questions sow the seeds of growth. It is the responsibility of our Universities 

and teaching community to prepare enlightened citizens through research, inquiry, 

creativity, innovation and contribute to realize the vision of ‘Viksit Bharat’. Addressing 

the gathering, the Lt Governor further talked about the emergence of new technolo-

gies and its impact on the society, “Cutting-Edge tools of Artificial Intelligence and 

the explosion of new technologies have brought social equality. It is changing the way 

we collect, process and utilize the knowledge for a better world. This change also pre-

sents vast opportunities to every individual to grow and prosper,”. He advised the 

Universities to recalibrate, reform and readjust themselves to adapt to the changes. 

It is high time we realize that the traditional learning process and education that we 

have known for many decades will no longer exist in the future. In the technology 

driven world, the recalibration in education will liberate students from conventional 

academic content, disciplines and train them with skills and ability to succeed in the 

uncharted future. Today, scientists, academicians and thinkers both from Global 

North and Global South are redefining education and its objectives. He asked the 

higher educational institutions and universities to aim for global excellence and com-

petitive advantage. We are living in the world of surprises marked with constant  

change in life. But, the biggest challenge is to prepare students for the jobs that don’t 

yet exist. We need to provide them with skills that will remain relevant and comple-

ment the growing pace of change. He said there has been a tectonic shift from what 

we were producing as an agriculture society to now as a knowledge society. Journey 

from raw materials to knowledge products has been phenomenal. Innovation and   
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research will now become the soul and integral pillar of the Universities, he added. Highlighting the sig-

nificant features of the National Education Policy 2020, the Lt Governor said, under the guidance of 

Hon’ble Prime Minister, the progressive education policy offers the key to unlock the vast potential of 

basic knowledge, applied skills, critical thinking, collaboration, leadership, creativity, innovation, lifelong 

learning and career skills like flexibility, adaptability as well as social, and cross cultural skills. The Lt 

Governor also emphasized the stronger industry-academic relationship. He said that in the next 5 years 

the manufacturing will shift towards automation which means innovation and digital transformation will 

play a significant role. India has already formulated action plan for 12 identified champion sectors that 

include IT, ITeS, Tourism, Legal Services, Communication Services, Environment, and the Education 

Sector. I am confident that by 2030 India will become unique emerging Services market and a global 

manufacturing hub. On the occasion, the Lt Governor felicitated the students who excelled in various 

competitions. Prof. (Dr.) Pragati Kumar, Vice Chancellor, SMVDU presented the achievements of the 

University and gave an overview of the key initiatives taken by the university for the holistic develop-

ment of the students. Mahamandleshwar Shri Swami Vishveshvaranand Giriji Maharaj and other board 

members of the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board; Dr Mandeep Kumar Bhandari, Principal Secretary 

to Lt Governor; Shri Anshul Garg, Chief Executive Officer, SMVDSB; Ms. Babila Rakwal, Deputy Commis-

sioner, Reasi; senior officials, faculty members of the university and students were present on the occa-

sion. 

 

SMVD University Holds the 35th meeting of the Academic Council 
 

The 35th meeting of the Academic Council of SMVDU University (SMVDU) was held on 7th August 2023 

and was chaired by Prof. Pragati Kumar, Honourable Vice Chancellor, SMVDU. The Academic Council rec-

ommended the proposal of two new Academic Programs Bachelor of Design and Bachelor of Mathemat-

ics & Computing, to be started from the year 2024-25. The Academic Council also finalized modalities 

for the implementation of NEP-2020 for the various B. Tech. Programs. The Council proposed to create 

the post of Assistant Director of Physical Education and Sports in line with UGC. Also, the provision of 

providing assistance to Non-GATE/NET students to be enrolled in Ph.D. Programs from the year 2024-25 

were discussed, and it was decided to create a fund for students coming from poor economic back-

grounds. The Vice-Chancellor stressed upon the need to make the education more skill orientated and 

specific to the requirements. The meeting began with a welcome note by Sh. Nagendra Singh Jamwal, 

Registrar, SMVDU. The agenda items were presented by Dr. Balbir Singh, Dean of Academic Affairs, and 

attended by all Deans and Heads of various schools and sections. 
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One Day Workshop on “Sustainable Cities and Communities to avoid Adverse 

Effects on the Environment” held at Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University  
 

In his keynote address Prof. Pragati Kumar, Vice Chancellor, SMVDU emphasized the importance 

of sustainable cities and communities to avoid adverse effects on the environment. He said that as the 

world’s population is constantly increasing and we need to build modern, sustainable cities to accommo-

date the increasing population. “Sustainable cities are a key to strike a balance between economic 

growth, social inclusivity, and environmental protection”.  He emphasized that sustainable cities are not 

just a choice but a necessity to preserve our planet for future generations. He stressed that for creating 

sustainable cities and communities, people from academia and government need to collaborate so as to 

deal with the environmental, economic, and social challenges. “There is need to investigate and imple-

ment methods, processes and technologies required for attaining sustainable development of our cities 

and society and also, it has to be in sync with constantly evolving economic and technological develop-

ments” he said. Mrs. Shruti Khanna, Assistant Director, JKSTIC gave an overview of the initiatives taken 

by the department of Science & Technology. She 

expressed that the workshop is aimed at identifying 

opportunities and linkages to strengthen academic 

and research institutions. Prof. Abu Talha Farooqi 

from Jindal School of Art and Architecture, OP 

Jindal Global University laid emphasis on varied 

roles for the idea of sustainable cities and commu-

nities. Prof. Arun Verma, Associate Professor, De-

partment of Electrical Engineering, IIT Jammu de-

livered lecture on  electric vehicles and their need in ensuring clean urban mobility. Sh. Nagendra Singh 

Jamwal, JKAS, Registrar SMVDU highlighted the steps taken by SMVDU in organizing high quality work-

shops and conferences. He stressed that such workshops help in broadening the knowledge base of the 

participants. He said that this workshop will make all of us understand the need for sustainable develop-

ment and spread awareness and knowledge among the participants and society.  Dr. Vineet Veer Tyagi, 

Head, School of Energy Management highlighted the initiatives taken by School of Energy Management 

for climate change mitigation. Dr. Sanjeev Anand, Workshop Coordinator explained the schedule of the 

workshop and stressed upon the need to organize such workshops. The main objectives of the workshop 

have been to identify the challenges and solutions, promote sustainable cities and communities and em-

power participants as community representatives. The event started with lighting of lamp by the digni-

taries at Matrika Auditorium of SMVDU. The inaugural function of the event was attended by Deans and 

Heads of different schools, and Sh. Neeraj Gupta, JKAS, Finance Officer, SMVDU. The formal vote of 

thanks was given by Ar. Navin Gupta, Assistant Professor, School of Architecture and Landscape Design, 

SMVD University. 
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NSS, SMVDU planted 75 saplings to celebrate 75 years of Independence 
 

 

 

NSS Unit of SMVD University initiated the 'Meri Maati Mera Desh' campaign to celebrate 75 years of In-

dependence. The event was organized in collaboration with the Wildlife Conservation Fund, J&K and De-

partment of Social Forestry, Udhampur. During the event a 'Amrit Vatika' was created in the University 

premises by planting 75 saplings.  The Vice Chancellor, SMVDU, Prof. Pragati Kumar, was the chief guest 

for the event. The event started with Panch Pran pledging by the NSS volunteer, Sadhvi Sharma, and 

awareness rally by the NSS volunteers. The saplings planted were mainly that of medicinal and Hybrid 

fruit which are indigenous in nature. Around 100 NSS volunteers actively participated in the event. The 

event ended with refreshment distribution to the volunteers. The Vice Chancellor, SMVDU, appreciated 

the efforts of the NSS team. Dr. Ankush Anand, senior faculty, Mr. Dheeraj Thapa, Director, Wildlife 

Conservation Fund, J&K, Mr. Mithun Jamwal, Security Officer, and other faculty and staff members were 

also present during the event.  The NSS Programme Coordinator, Dr. Rajiv Kumar, and Co-coordinator, 

Dr. Kamaldeep thanked all the participants and University authorities for supporting the plantation drive. 

 

SMVDU organises a debate competition as part of the 20th Foundation Day 

Celebrations 
 

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University marks its 20th Foundation Day on August 19, 2023. As part of the cel-

ebrations, a Debate Competition was held on 17th 

August, 2023. The debate topic was "Is the NEP's 

integration of technology into education a crucial 

step towards modernizing learning, or does it cre-

ate accessibility challenges?" This competition 

aimed to foster respectful dialogue on the NEP 

2020 and enhance skills like public speaking and 

critical thinking. Dr. Pooja Sharma and Dr. Ankush 

Raina adjudicated the event. Tanushka Pandotra 

secured the first prize, Vanshita Manhas, the   

second, and Suhani Sharma, the third. Winners 

received the certificates and cash prizes of          

Rs. 2500, Rs. 1500, and Rs. 1000 respectively. The debate was organized by Dr. Isha Malhotra and Dr. 

Anurag Kumar, with student organizers contributing to its success. 
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QCFI & SMVDU University organize the 12th Chapter Convention on Quality 

Concepts 

Prof. (Dr.) Pragati Kumar, VC, SMVDU, inaugurated the event as the Chief Guest. He emphasized the 

significance of Total Employee Involvement in achieving excellence through the exchange of creative 

ideas. Dr. Shashi Bhushan Purohit, Hon. Secy., highlighted the commitment to reaching diverse organi-

zations in both the manufacturing and service sectors. The event saw participation from 216 individuals 

in 48 teams, representing over 19 organizations. The active involvement of SMVDU students contributed 

to the convention's success. Dr. Balbir Singh, Dean of Academic Affairs, and Dr. A.K. Das, Director, DQA 

of SMVDU, graced the inaugural session as Guests of Honour. Case study evaluations were conducted by 

esteemed faculty members and QCFI Jury members. The Valedictory Session, chaired by Mr. Nagendra 

Singh Jamwal, Registrar, SMVDU, emphasized the need for Building Quality Culture to meet global chal-

lenges. The Chief Judge, Mr. Aniruddha Kaushik, praised the participating teams and organizations for 

promoting success-sharing platforms. The event's success owes much to the efforts of various individu-

als, including Mr. B. K. Bhatia, Training and Placement Officer, SMVDU, and QCFI representatives. 

Training program on “Procurement through GeM” held at SMVD University  
 

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University conducted a one day hands-on training program on “Procurement 

through GeM” for Faculty and Staff Members of the University on 22-08-2023. Vice Chancellor Prof. 

(Dr.) Pragati Kumar, welcoming the employees to the Training Program, informed that SMVDU adopted 

GFR 2017 rules in 2021 and since then it is making all procurement strictly in accordance with these 

rules through GeM. The aim of today’s program was to provide practical training to all Faculty and Staff 

on how to use GeM effectively. Mr. D. D. Jha, Deputy Director General (Retd.), Deptt. Of Commerce, 

Ministry of Commerce & Industry gave an “Overview on GeM” and Mr. Sarthak Khoda State Business Fa-

cilitator (Jammu & Kashmir | Ladakh) at GeM conducted two technical sessions on “Procurement through 

GeM”. Mr. Nagendra Singh Jamwal, JKAS, Registrar, Mr. Neeraj Gupta, JKAS, Finance Officer, Deans of 

Faculties and Heads of Schools also attended the training program. A total of 209 employees attended 

the above training. The program was organized by the Stores and Procurement Wing of the University. 
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Google I/O Extended Jammu Ignites Innovation at SMVDU 

The Matrika Auditorium at Shri Vaishno Devi University, Katra, J&K was abuzz with tech enthusiasts as 

Google I/O Extended Jammu event 2023 was organised by Google Developer Group (GDG) Jammu. The 

event bridged the gap between the global I/O conference and local tech aficionados. Distinguished 

speakers from various domains named Mr. Ashok Vishwakarma (Google Developer Expert (GDE) in Web 

& Angular), Mr. Pranav Kumar (Senior Engineer at Nagarro), Mr. Rajat Bhardwaj (Senior Systems Ana-

lyst at Brambles Limited),  Mr. Suraj Kumar (Technical Staff Engineer at Fyle),  Mr. Vrijraj Singh (GDE & 

Tech Lead at AGPROP) and Mr. Abhinandan Trilokia (Organizer, Google Developer Group Jammu ) 

graced the stage and shared their expertise and knowledge. Their talks spanned topics such as 

GraphQL, machine learning, web development intricacies, Firebase for the web and more fostering an 

environment of learning and innovation. About 150+ participants attended the event.  Esteemed Guest, 

Vice Chancellor Prof (Dr.) Pragati Kumar, SMVDU, Katra and Dr. Baijnath Kaushik, Head, School of Com-

puter Science, SMVDU, Katra appreciated the event and said these events will provide access and skills 

to Jammu tech and student community. The event was coordinated by NSS SMVDU, Katra and Aditya 

Kanodia and his team, namely Suman, Shriansh, Suryanshu, and Rinitish, who played a pivotal role in 

ensuring the event's seamless execution. The event also owed its success to the dedication of volun-

teers: Rishika, Ojas, Drone, Bigan, Satyam, Jyotiraditya, Harish, Rishav, Aarsh, Yashwant, Raghav, Tan-

ish, Jyotish, Sourav, and Anshu. Their tireless efforts and enthusiasm added a dynamic touch to the 

event's vibrant atmosphere.Mr. Abhinandan Trilokia, organiser thanked all the dignitaries, experts, 

speakers, GDG Jammu community, participants and volunteers for making Google I/O Extended Jammu 

a resounding success. The event concluded with a refreshment and felicitation ceremony, honouring the 

speakers, contributors, volunteers, and attendees. 

 

Student Induction Program Inaugurated at SMVDU  
 
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University (SMVDU) initiated a Student Induction Program to warmly welcome 

newly admitted students across various 

B.Tech.  and B.Arch. courses. The program 

commenced today at the Maitrika Auditori-

um in which around 200 students from di-

verse parts of the country participated. Ad-

dressing the students, Honourable Vice 

Chancellor, SMVDU, Prof. (Dr.) Pragati Ku-

mar extended best wishes to the new batch 

and emphasized the advantages of the Na-

tional Education Policy (NEP) 2020.        

Registrar, SMVDU, Shri Nagendra Singh 

Jamwal (JKAS), provided an overview of the 
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university's history and its various bodies since its inception. Dr. Balbir Singh, Dean of Academic Affairs, 

extended a warm welcome and motivated the students to embark on their higher education journey with 

enthusiasm. The newly admitted students took an oath comprising ten principles, formulated by former 

President of India, Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, emphasizing values such as integrity, humanity, nationalism, 

and good citizenship. The event's proceedings were guided by Dr. Pooja Sharma, Faculty, School of 

Computer Science and Engineering. Dr. Ankush Anand, Faculty, of the School of Mechanical Engineering 

and Coordinator of the Program, delivered the Vote of Thanks, concluding the event on a positive note. 

 

Workshop on IPR organized at SMVD University  
 

The IPMSC, SMVD University, in collaboration with the IIC, SMVDU, organized a workshop on Intellectual 

Property Rights (IPR). The event aimed to disseminate knowledge and awareness about the critical 

realm of IPR. Dr. Ashutosh Vashista, Chairman of IIC, 

SMVDU, inaugurated the event and extended gratitude to 

Prof. Pragati Kumar, Vice Chancellor, SMVDU, for the 

support. Eminent speakers, Mr. Vasant Chandra, Head of 

Prosecution, and Mr. Vivek Srivastava, Registered Patent 

Agent and Head of Patents at United & United, were the 

highlights of the event. Their comprehensive talks cov-

ered various dimensions of intellectual property rights, 

from patents to trademarks, copyrights, and registered 

designs. The interactive nature of the workshop allowed 

attendees to actively engage with the speakers, posing 

queries and doubts. The event, coordinated by the IPMSC, 

SMVDU, and the R&D, SMVDU, successfully provided a platform for gaining insights into protecting inno-

vative ideas and creations while encouraging knowledge sharing. The session concluded with a vote of 

thanks from Dr.Yatheshth Anand, Nodal Officer, IPMSC, SMVDU, expressing gratitude to all participants 

and contributors. 

 

IIC SMVDU hosts Workshop on Product Design & Development 
 

In a bid to foster innovation, the Institute Innovation Council SMVDU hosted the National Workshop on 

Product Design and Development: Current Trends. This workshop brought together experts, academics, 

and enthusiasts to discuss the latest trends in the field.The workshop was jointly coordinated by Dr. Mir 

Irfan Ul Haq and Dr. Sanjay Mohan, Faculty at the School of Mechanical Engineering (SME). Dr. Kamini, 

Faculty at the School of Physics (SoP), hold with the organizing responsibilities. Dr. Anuj Kumar Sharma, 

an expert in the field and Coordinator of Mechatronics & MTA Program at AKTU (Abdul Kalam          

Technical University), Lucknow, served as the resource person, offering participants insights into                     
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cutting-edge developments. The workshop covered various topics, with a focus on developing prototypes 

for innovative products, aligning with the evolving technology landscape. Dr. Ashutosh Vaishisht, Presi-

dent IIC SMVDU, Dr. V V Tyagi, Dean R&D SMVDU, and Dr. Sanjeev Anand, Assoc. Dean R&D, SMVDU, 

expressed their gratitude to SMVDU Administrative Staff for their support, emphasizing the workshop's 

role in fostering innovation and research. 

 

 

 

SMVD University Celebrated the 77th Independence Day 

On the occasion of Independence Day, 15th August 2023, Prof. (Dr.) Pragati Kumar, the   Vice-Chancellor 

of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University, unfurled the tricolour flag. In a compelling  ad-

dress, he highlighted India's journey towards becoming a self-sufficient and devel-

oped nation, underlining the significance of domestic production for Indians. The 

event witnessed the enthusiastic participation of administrative staff, faculty mem-

bers, and students. A grand 146-feet-tall-Indian flag (30F x 45F), proudly hoisted, 

adding a sense of national pride and patriotism to the atmosphere. This monumen-

tal tricolour, waving with vitality, warmly welcomes visitors from kilometres away 

as they approach the heart of SMVD University in the Central Courtyard of the Ad-

ministrative Block. The celebration featured captivating performances by students, 

accompanied by the distribution of sweets to commemorate the occasion. A note-

worthy addition to the festivities was the launch of the newly designed SMVDU web-

site (www.smvdu.ac.in) by the Vice-Chancellor of SMVDU at the Matrika Auditori-

um, marking another milestone on this significant day of national importance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SMVDU, Faculty Delivers the Lecture in Short Term Training Program 
 

Dr. Rahul Sharma, Faculty at the School of Civil Engineering, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University served 

as the keynote speaker in the online five-day Short Term Training Program (from 31st July to 4th August 

2023) organized by Sarala Birla University, Ranchi, Jharkhand. The program focused on 

the "Fundamentals of Research Works." During his lecture, Dr. Sharma provided insight-

ful discussions on the meaning, purpose, and characteristics of research. He elaborated 

on the various ways research can be classified into different categories and emphasized 

the importance of following a well-defined research process. The participants gained valu-

able insights into the research methodology and its implementation. As an expert in the 

field, Dr. Sharma actively engaged with the participants by addressing their queries, 

providing expert guidance, and resolving any doubts they had during the session. 

 

Ar. Satyanshu delivers lecture at National Institute of Technology, Patna 
 

Ar. Satyanshu Kumar, Assistant Professor from School of Architecture and Landscape Design, Shri Mata 

Vaishno Devi University, Katra, has delivered expert lecture on the “Whole Building Design 

Approach for Sustainable Built Environment” at National Institute of Technology, Patna. The 

lecture was delivered on 20/07/2023, during the 05 – Day National Level Online Faculty De-

velopment Program on “Integrating Simulation Software for Optimal Building and Urban 

Built Environment” organized by Council of Architecture Training and Research Centre, Bho-

pal in collaboration with National Institute of Technology, Patna. The talk centered around 

whole building design approach for high performance buildings and sustainable built environment.     

Faculty/Staff Updates 
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During the interactive session, participants and faculty members had the opportunity to engage with the 

subject expert and discuss their queries and concerns. The lecture served as an informative and insight-

ful session, contributing towards the growing awareness for sustainable construction practices. 

 

 

SMVDU, Dr. Sourovee Dutta, Presented a Papered at IIT, Roorkee 
 

Dr. Sourovee Dutta, Assistant Professor, SoALD has presented a research paper, titled "Scientific Inves-

tigation of Hindu Temples as Cradle of Ancient Indian Knowledge: A Synthesis of 

Vastushastra, Sacred Geometry and Mathematical Proportion" at the National Youth Con-

ference on Indian Knowledge Systems (NYCIKS 2023), organized by IIT Roorkee in collab-

oration with IKS Division at AICTE, MoE, Central Sanskrit University, New Delhi, CCRYN, 

Ministry of Ayush, University of Patanjali, Haridwar from August 25 - 27, 2023. The paper, 

co-authored by Vanshana Gupta, a recent graduate of SoALD; was presented under the 

theme 'Indic Traditions of Architecture, Design and Planning'. The poster presented was 

awarded the best presentation under the theme. 

 

SMVDU, Scientist Awarded Vasu Narayanan Award 
 
Dr. Gresh Chander, Scientist -B at the ICMR Center for Advanced Research SMVD University working 

under the supervision of Dr. Rakesh Kumar, School of Biotech-

nology, SMVDU, has been honoured with the prestigious Vasu 

Narayanan Award for his research work in the field of male in-

fertility. The esteemed award was bestowed upon him by the 

Jawaharlal Nehru Cancer Hospital and Research Center, Idgah 

Hill, Bhopal, under the auspices of the Government of Madhya 

Pradesh. As recognition of his outstanding contributions to the 

field, Dr. Chander was invited to deliver a lecture on 

"Cytogenetic Anthropometrical and Biochemical Analysis of Male 

Primary and Secondary Infertility" at the Jawaharlal Nehru Can-

cer Hospital and Research Centre in Idgah Hills, Bhopal. Dr. 

Chander extends his heartfelt gratitude to his Project Supervisor, 

Dr. Rakesh Kumar, and the entire team of ICMR CAR for their unwavering support. 

                                Publication  

Dr. Gyanesh Singh working as an Assistant Professor in the school of Electrical Engineering has partici-

pated in Two Day Webinar on Power Electronics from 11-08-2023 to 12-08-2023. 

 

 
 

SMVDU Architecture student bags International Award 
 
Shreya Gupta, a student of SoALD at SMVDU, won the World Architecture Community Award 

for her thesis project "The Third Place." The award was in the student category for the 44th 

cycle, and she was guided by Ar. Abhiney Gupta. The Vice Chancellor, Prof. Pragati Kumar, 

and Head, Ar. Aditya Kumar Singh, along with faculty members, Ar. Navin Gupta & Ar. Ab-

himanyu Sharma, congratulated her. The World Architecture Community Awards celebrate 

inspiring architectural projects. 
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SMVDU Researcher Declares Qualified for the Award of Ph.D 
 

Ms Yusera Farooq Khan has been declared qualified for the Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D) in the School of 

Computer Science and Engineering by Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University (SMVDU). The candidate has 

worked on the topic, entitled” Intelligent Computational Framework using Feature Opti-

mization for Prognosis and Detection of Alzheimer’s Dementia” under Dr. Baijnath 

Kaushik, Head School of Computer Science and Engineering, SMVDU. Ms Yusera Farooq 

Khan has published various research papers in SCI/SCIE-indexed journals and presented 

her research papers at international and national conferences and published various Book 

Chapters. At present, the candidate is working at High-end Computing Artificial Intelli-

gence and Deep Learning Lab, SMVDU, Katra. The scholar expresses her gratitude to the 

School of Computer Science and Engineering, SMVD University, for providing all necessary facilities and 

support during her research. Prof. (Dr.) Pragati Kumar, Vice-Chancellor, SMVDU, and other committee 

members congratulated Ms Yusera Farooq Khan and wished her a bright future. 

 

SMVDU Research Scholar bags Second Position in the 3-minute Thesis Compe-

tition 
 

Ms. Shivalika Sharma pursuing her research work at the School of Business, Faculty of Management, 

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University achieved a milestone by receiving second position at the 3-Minute 

Thesis (3MT) competition held at the Central University of Jammu. During the competi-

tion, the participants had three minutes to present a compelling oration on their thesis 

work. The goal of 3 MT competitions was to cultivate among the participants the ability 

to explain their research in both breadth and significance in a language appropriate to 

both specialists and non-specialists in three minutes. Explaining her research work, Ms. 

Shivalika Sharma pointed out the taboos associated with menstrual hygiene manage-

ment. She also focussed on the negative consequences of mismanagement relating to 

menstrual hygiene which can lead towards various physical, social, and emotional im-

pacts. She also presented some research methodological tools being adopted by her in her research 

work. The presentation made by Ms. Shivalika demonstrated the in-depth knowledge related to her re-

search which was appreciated by all the evaluators of the panel. Presently Ms. Shivalika is pursuing her 

research journey under the supervision of Dr. Jyoti Sharma, Head School of Business, SMVD University.  

 

SMVDU organized Meri Maati Mera Desh event at Govt. High School 
 

NSS unit of SMVDU, Katra organized 'Meri Maati Mera Desh' campaign event at Govt. High School,     

Sirah. NSS Volunteers donated 75 saplings to the school students to celebrate 75 years of independ-

ence. The event was organized in 

collaboration with Wildlife Conser-

vation Fund, J&K. The main objec-

tive of the event was to make stu-

dents aware about the value of our 

mother earth, environment and 

sacrifices of our freedom fighters. 

The plants donated were mainly 

that of fruits, medicinal and indige-

nous in nature. School Principal, 

Mrs. Rachna Kumari appreciated the 

efforts of NSS SMVDU volunteers for organizing the event. University NSS coordinator, Dr. Rajiv Kumar 

and Director, Wildlife Conservation Fund, Mr. Dheeraj Thapa were also present during the event and 

thanked school authorities for their cooperation in organizing the event. Vice Chancellor, Prof. Pragati 

Kumar also, appreciated the efforts of NSS volunteers.  
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SMVDU M.Sc. Economics Student Completes NITI Aayog Internship  
 

Ms. Ritambhra of M.Sc Economics at Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University successfully completed her In-

ternship program at NITI Aayog (Think Tank). She interned in Trade and Commerce, 

Economics Finance and Disinvestment, G-20 Coordination Vertical under the supervision 

and mentorship of Mr. Sanjeet Singh, IRS, Senior Advisor. She worked on multiple top-

ics, assisted on India-Saudi Strategic Partnership meetings, identified the areas of col-

laboration under the 4 JWGS (Joint Working Groups): Energy, Agriculture, Industry & 

Infrastructure, Technology & IT) to enhance bilateral cooperation before the G20 sum-

mit.  She submitted the research project titled “Analysis on De-dollarization in the Indi-

an Context”. She assisted in preparing a document for meeting with the German Em-

bassy for an appraisal mission commissioned by GIZ or German Agency for International Cooperation 

support facility for Green and Sustainable Development Partnership (GSDP) on the topics: Skills & Sus-

tainable Development Goals.  

 

Tech Thrive Event organized at SMVD University 
 

At SMVDU, the Tech Thrive Event brought together tech enthusiasts and experts for a dynamic session. 

The event showcased tech advancements and trends. Keynote speaker Mr. Antrixsh Gupta, a top data 

scientist, discussed Graphs in tech 

and offered internships. Tech Talks 

by visionaries Mr. Jitender Gupta, 

Ms. Jasmin Kaur Khausla, and Mr. 

Abhishek Sharma covered diverse 

topics. Mr. Anil Bhardwaj led event 

coordination, while Aman Raj en-

sured seamless execution. Partner-

ships with Neo4j, Codeblues, and 

Elastic enhanced the event's success. 

Tech Thrive inspired students with its networking and innovation opportunities. Refreshments, a quiz, 

and swag distribution concluded the event. Faculty Co-ordinator thanked Hon’ble Vice Chancellor Prof. 

Pragati Kumar, Dr. A K Das, Dr. Manish Sabraj, Mr. J.P Singh, Mr. Rahul Gupta, and staff for their sup-

port. 

 

NSS, SMVDU Organized Orientation Programme for Awareness 
 

The NSS (National Service Scheme) unit of SMVDU organized an orientation program encompassing all 

branches of UG programs. The primary aim of the event was to acquaint students with the array of ac-

tivities carried out by the NSS 

unit and to inspire them to 

become part of NSS initia-

tives. Dr. Rajiv Kumar, the 

NSS Program Coordinator, 

elucidated the significance of 

NSS in students' personal de-

velopment, community out-

reach, and nation-building en-

deavors. During the program, NSS volunteer Sadhvi Sharma delineated various activities undertaken by 

the unit over the past year, offering students insights into the breadth of their undertakings. Additional-

ly, comprehensive guidance was provided to students regarding their potential participation as volun-

teers in the University's NSS unit. The orientation program attracted approximately 500 students. Nota-

bly, Dr. Kamaldeep, the NSS Co-coordinator, also addressed the event with his presence, further en-

hancing its significance. 
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UHV Cell, SMVDU screens a movie on Human Values 
 

UHV cell SMVDU, screened a movie “Pralhad” based on importance of human values to the students as a 

part of celebrations of 20th Foundation day of SMVDU. The movie was based on the biography of Late 

Pralhad P. Chhabria. The movie chronicles the journey of Pralhad, highlighting his achievements, strug-

gles, and contributions to society. It showcases his determination, vision, and the challenges he over-

came to establish himself as a prominent figure. Students exhibited great enthusiasm towards the show. 

The objective to screen movie was to inculcate the human values in students who are major stakehold-

ers of the country. The event was organized by Dr. Balbir Singh (University Coordinator UHV Cell), Dr. 

Pooja Sharma , Assistant Professor ,School of Computer Science and Engineering and Dr. Kamaldeep, 

Assistant Professor , School of Electrical Engineering and student organizers namely Rajat Kumar, Achy-

ut Mengi, Piyush Sharma, and Tushar Taggar (B.Tech CSE), Vrinda and Nikita (M.Sc Eco). 

 

 

 

 

SMVDU Mechanical Engineering Alumni Play Key Roles in ISRO Chandrayaan-3 

Space Mission 

In a remarkable achievement for Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University (SMVDU), two of its distinguished 

alumni were integral members of the prestigious Chandrayaan-3 

Space Mission, showcasing the institution's commitment to producing 

exceptional engineering talent. The mission, aimed at advancing In-

dia's space exploration capabilities, has been hailed as a significant 

milestone in the country's aerospace endeavors. Mr. Sumit Ratan and 

Mr. Arnab Lahiri both SMVDU graduates with degrees in Mechanical 

Engineering and currently working with ISRO as scientist contributed 

their expertise to different facets of the mission. Their commendable 

efforts exemplify the quality of education and skills imparted by SMVD University, positioning its alumni 

as pioneers in cutting-edge fields. Prof. Pragati Kumar, Vice-Chancellor of SMVD University,             

Prof. E. Muthuswamy, Head, School of Mechanical Engineering and other faculty and staff members of 

the school expressed immense pride in the achievements of the alumni, stating, "This accomplishment 

underscores our commitment to nurturing exceptional talent capable of making meaningful contributions 

to critical sectors. We congratulate our alumni on their vital roles in the Chandrayaan-3 Space Mission 

and anticipate more remarkable achievements from them in the future." The Chandrayaan-3 Space Mis-

sion, a testament to India's technological progress, serves as a reminder of the valuable contributions 

made by institutions like SMVD University in shaping the nation's human resource capital. As the aero-

space sector continues to evolve, SMVDU's legacy of producing skilled professionals remains an essential 

cornerstone. 
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SMVDU Alumni Inspire Students with Insights on Time Management & Hard 

Work 
 

Lovelesh Singh and Madhav Sharma, of the 2017-19 MBA batch, returned to their alma mater, the 

School of Business at Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University, to engage in a motivating session with current 

students. The interaction, held on August 10, 

2023, left an indelible mark on the aspiring 

business leaders, focusing on key principles 

like time management, the significance of 

hard work, and the value of sincerity. 

Madhav Sharma, Business Development 

Manager at My Inbox Media in Delhi, illumi-

nated the path to success through his in-

sights into the industry. He emphasized the 

virtues of diligence and sincerity as catalysts 

for professional growth. Lovelesh Singh, now 

successfully managing his family business 

while concurrently preparing for competitive 

exams, shared his experiences and strategies 

for effective time management. He underlined the importance of balancing commitments and how the 

lessons learned at the School of Business have played a pivotal role in his journey. During the interac-

tive session, students eagerly posed questions to the alumni, seeking guidance on navigating the com-

plex world of business. Lovelesh and Madhav graciously shared their wisdom, underscoring the pivotal 

role that their education at the School of Business played in shaping their careers. They expressed 

heartfelt gratitude towards the faculty members for their guidance and comprehensive knowledge of 

management principles, which have been instrumental in propelling them towards their goals. The event 

served as a venue for bridging the gap between the academic realm and real-world business experienc-

es. Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University & School of Business continue to nurture future business leaders 

by fostering such meaningful interactions.  Lovelesh Singh and Madhav Sharma’s inspiring narratives 

serve as beacons of hope, guiding students towards a path of excellence, hard work, and sincere dedica-

tion in the pursuit of their aspirations. 

 

Alumni Interaction held at the School of Mechanical Engineering, SMVDU 
 

An interaction was held in the School of Mechanical Engineering, SMVDU with Mr. Sumeet Shekhar 

(Manager TVS Motors R&D) 

and Mrs. Preeti Rai (HR-

Edgeverse), both alumni of 

SMVDU. The alumni high-

lighted the need for im-

proving soft skills and 

working on interdisciplinary 

projects apart from focus-

ing on core subjects of en-

gineering. Further, the alumni expressed their willingness to contribute towards training, mentoring and 

supporting their alma mater. Prof. Deepak Kumar (Centre for Automotive Research and Tribology, IIT 

Delhi) was the chief guest on the occasion who also shared his ideas with the students. Possible areas of 

collaboration were also discussed during the interaction. Dr. Mir Irfan Ul Haq, Assistant Professor, SME 

coordinated the interaction and thanked the alumni for remembering their alma mater. Dr. Ankush 

Raina and Dr. Rajiv Kumar from SMVDU were also present during the interaction and also expressed 

their ideas regarding bridging industry-academia gaps. Dr. Y. Anand, Alumni Coordinator and Prof. E. 

Muthuswamy, Head, School of Mechanical Engineering conveyed best wishes to the alumni. 

 

P A G E  1 3  VOLUME 11, ISSUE  VIII AUGUST,23  



 

 

 

 

 

P A G E  1 4  VOLUME 11, ISSUE  VIII AUGUST, 23  

  Glimpses of the 20th Foundation Day  
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