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Campus Jottings

SMVDU Organises Heritage Walk at Babore Temples, Manwal

2022
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The historic Babore temples at Manwal on Friday witnhessed a huge gathering of histo-
rians, academicians, artists and students to celebrate Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav by a
collaborative venture of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University (SMVDU), Surinsar Mansar
Development Authority and Directorate of Tourism. The two schools of Shri Mata

Vaishno Devi University, namely School of Architecture and Landscape Design
(SoALD) & School of Philosophy and Culture (SoPC) also participated in the event. In
that, a Heritage Walk was flagged-off by CEO, Surinsar-Mansar Development Authori-
ty, Dr. Gurwinder Jeet Singh, that covered five temple sites spread over one kilome-
tre. During the walk, visitors were informed about the prominent historical, architec-
tural and cultural aspects of the sites at Manwal that are being maintained by the Ar-
chaeological Survey of India (ASI). Eminent expert from Archaeological Survey of In-
dia, Jammu Chapter, Asst. Archaeologist, Mr. Jai Karan Singh briefed everyone about
the historic essence and architectural grandeur of the temples, namely, Devi Bhagwati
Temple, Dera Babore, Kala Dera 1 and 2. He emphasized the need for preserving the
cultural heritage of Jammu region. The students of School of Architecture and Land-
scape Design, SMVDU, showed keen interest in the ornate carvings and style of tem-
ple building. They captured the temples through photographs, videos, sketching. Dig-
nitaries present on the occasion included Nagendra Singh Jamwal, JKAS, Registrar,
SMVDU, Ar Aditya Kumar Singh, Head, School of Architecture and Landscape Design
(SMVDU), and faculty members from SoALD & SoPC. Officials from SMDA, and Tour-
ism Department, including Rakesh Koul, Executive Engineer Mr. Sunil Kumar Tagotra,
AEE Madhukumarsamyal, AO Mr Shiv Das Gupta, were also present on the occasion.
Tehsildar Manjhalta, Mr Uttam Palsar, Manjhalta SHO, Mr. Virender Gupta and Sar-
panch village Thalora Mr. Balwant Rai Sharma also participated in the event. The
event also featured a folk song and dance performance by Ram Ditta and party. The
participants were served traditional dishes from Dogra cuisine in leaf plates (pattal)
and cups (doona).The event culminated with felicitation of the dignitaries and artists.
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EBSB Conducts a Discussion on "Cuisines of Tamil Nadu and J&K"”

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University along with Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), New
Delhi, organized an online webinar on “Cuisines of J&K and Tamil Nadu” under the flagshlp of Azadi Ka
Amrut Mahotsav program as a part of =
Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat (EBSB)
events series. The engagements
covered various aspects of life,
including language, society, culture,
economy, food, festivals, tourist]
spots, sports, and alike. The pro-
gram aimed to enhance interaction
and promote mutual understanding
between people of different states/
UTs through state/UT pairing. Thel
U.T. of J&K has been paired with
the state of Tamil Nadu. The EBSB
at SMVD University and Indira Gan-
dhi National Centre for the Arts
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ous activities, themed on culture, lan- o R

(IGNCA), New Delhi, organized vari-

guage, dance forms, architecture, spirituality, cuisine, festivals etc. from 24" February to 15™ March
celebrating the Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav. The first event in this lineage was organized on 24" February
2022, in which Shri V. Shankar delivered a plenary talk on the cultural and spiritual journeys of Adi
Shankaracharya.

Entrepreneurship Development Program Begins at SMVDU
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The Entrepreneurship Development Cell, SMVD University, inaugurated the “Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment Program” sponsored by the higher education department, J&K from 7™ March 2022 to 14 March
2022. The program was designed for the college students in which around 75 students from different
colleges of JK participated. During the inaugural address, Prof. R.K. Sinha, Vice Chancellor, SMVDU, mo-
tivated students to become job creators rather than job seekers, and advised them to apply the
knowledge to pursue their interests. Mrs. Anoo Malhotra (KAS), Director, Industries & Commerce and
Guest of Honour of the event, emphasized the adoption of green ways of industrialization and knowledge
of local resources, and she highlighted the opportunities available in various schemes of the UT of J&K.
Dr. Yasmeen Ashai, Director Colleges, Higher Education Dept. J&K, emphasized the reforms in higher
education courses through technology and entrepreneurship. Earlier, Dr. Supran Sharma, Program Coor-
dinator, emphasized that the programme has been conceived to make the young generation aware of
what is happening around them. Sh. Nagendra Singh Jamwal (KAS), Registrar, SMVDU, briefed about
the efforts of SMVDU in encouraging innovation and identifying opportunities for entrepreneurial ven-
tures. Dr. Sharada Potukuchi, Dean Academic Affairs, delivered a formal vote of thanks.
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SMVDU Organises Heritage Walk at Krimchi Temple Complex

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University in collaboration with Patnitop Development Authority and Archaeologi-
cal Survey of India organized a heritage walk at the historic Krimchi Temple Complex, Udhampur. Held
under the aegis of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, the event witnessed an enthusiastic gathering of students,
historians, artists, administrators, and academicians. The Heritage Walk up to Krimchi Fort was flagged
off by Padma Shri Prof. Ravindra Kumar Sinha, VC, SMVDU, and Thakur Sher Singh, CEO, PDA, from the
Krimchi Temples. During the guided tour followed by Heritage Baithak, the participants were made
aware about the prominent historical, architectural and cultural aspects of the sites at Krimchi that are
being maintained by Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). The group of ancient temples located at Krim-
chi, in Udhampur District of Jammu and Kashmir, are believed to have been built around 11th and 12th
century AD, and popularly identified as Pandava Temples given their Mahabharat connection. These
temples, designed on stone structures, with a stream flowing nearby, take one to the magnificence of
bygone era. Jai Karan Singh and other experts from ASI, J&K Circle, briefed about the historic essence
and architectural grandeur of the temples. Anil Paba and Ashok Sharma, Heritage Experts, provided a
detailed insight to the rich and royal past of Jammu region, and emphasized the importance of preserv-
ing it for the posterity. The VC, SMVDU appreciated the initiative undertaken by the University amidst
the growing need for exposure to local heritage and culture, especially for students. He said that more
such events be organised and that the university should work upon documentation, beautification and
preservation of heritage of the region. The CEO, PDA, shared the initiatives being taken to develop, and
promote the tourism potential with respect to adventure, heritage, culture, and leisure in and around
Patnitop Circuit. The collaborative efforts of Authority and university can motivate us to reach the goals,
he said. Nagendra Singh Jamwal, Registrar, SMVDU, said that Jammu region is abundantly blessed with
natural gifts as well as manmade wonders. The folk performances by Romalo Ram and his troupe and
students mesmerized the participants. Later, the participants were served dishes from Dogra cuisine in
leaf plates (pattal) and cups (doona). Others present on the occasion were Dr. Suparn Sharma, Dean,
Faculty of Management, Dr Saurabh, HoD, School of Business, Dr. Sarabjot Singh, and Dr.Surbhi Kapur,
Assistant Professor, School of Business, SMVDU, Gauhar Ahmed Khan, Superintendent Engineer, ASI.
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Seminar on “Industry Readiness- Post Covid Scenario: An Alumni Perspective”

The Alumni Association, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University (SMVDU) inaugurated a one-day seminar on
“Industry Readiness- Post Covid Scenario: An Alumni Perspective” on 11 March 2022. The seminar was

graduate students to provide them A ; =i

conducted for the graduate and post- = = r
|

with a perspective on the tools and
skills required to enter the indus-
try in the post covid scenario. Dur-
ing the inaugural address, Dean,
Faculty of Engineering, Dr. Ajay
Kaul, emphasized the adoption of
skill based education and high-
lighted the various opportunities
that the post Covid scenario has
thrown open to the young gradu-
ates. The keynote speaker, Mr.
Sudeep Kaul, Sales & Marketing
Manager, Aditya Birla Group,

stressed on changes that the in- s |

dustry has witnessed during the _ 4 :
Covid pandemic, and how that will L
change the job landscape in near fu- 10y ‘

ture. Dr. Sakshi Arora, President, Alumni Association, encouraged students to focus on the expanding
digital arena that lay ahead in the post Covid scenario and the increasing dependence of manufacturing
and other sectors on automation & digitalization of processes. Dr. Mir Irfan-ul-Haq, Secretary Alumni
Association, briefed about the efforts of the university in encouraging the entrepreneurial adventures
and the steps taken in identifying the opportunities in the field of digital innovations through startups.
The proceedings were followed by an interesting question and answer session. Dr. Ankush Raina,
Assistant Professor, Department of Mechanical Engineering, delivered a formal vote of thanks.
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SMVDU Organizes Webinar on Women Entrepreneurship

A webinar on "Women Entrepreneurs 4.0- Passion Metastasize as Cult” was organized by the School of
Business, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University (SMVDU), in which women entrepreneurs, also SMVDU
Alumni, were invited to share their success narratives. Ms. Maria Shah (Neuro-Linguistic Programming
Coach), Ms. SakshiKhullar (Founder, SKA Stu-

dio), and Ms. ReemaKhurmi (Co-Founder, s ; : r ﬁ
! e
\ . [ 4 wa

Sports Event Manager, and Social Media Mar- |
keter at JK Roller Skating Association) shared b
their stories and discussed the importance of jums - W Rabab Sgh To.. Radika Aggar.
being assertive, innovative, creative, and con- / ‘ e
fident. Also, the significance of creating and |
using networking for sustainability was dis-
cussed. Previously, the Program Coordinators:
Dr. Rashi Taggar, Dr. Jyoti Sharma, Dr. Sara-
bjot and Ms. Surbhi Kapoor, welcomed the
participants. They also highlighted the im-
portance of the webinar on women entrepre-
neurs. Dr. Saurabh, Head, School of Business, SMVDU, spoke on the significance of harmony in acceler-
ating gender parity for creating a sustainable and equal future for all. He thanked Prof. R.K. Sinha, VC,
SMVDU and Dr. Suparn K. Sharma, Dean, Faculty of Management, SMVDU for their guidance and sup-
port. The event ended with a formal vote of thanks.

Sumegha Gupta.
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Harshit kour 20... Sakshi Bhat 21 Bhumika Singh.
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SMVD University Organizes webinar on Performing Arts of Tamil Nadu
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Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University (SMVDU) and Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA)
organized a webinar on “Performing Arts of Tamil Nadu” under the flagship of Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav
program as a part of the EBSB events series. Ms. Mekala Mani provided an overview of the performing
arts of Tamil Nadu. She said the cultural heritage of Tamil Nadu has its essence in cities and towns as
well as the remote corners of that villages. Ms. Logamani S. delivered a talk on the Dance Forms of
Tamil Nadu. She added that many types of solo, as well as group dances, are performed here. Ms. Var-
unani Ra Na presentation was on the art of puppetry, and its socio-religious and educational signifi-
cance. The event was moderated by Dr. Virendra Bangroo, Director, Regional Centre, IGNCA, New Delhi.
The convener of the event was Sumanta Sarathi Sharma, Faculty Coordinator, EBSB, SMVD University
who also presented a vote of thanks to the speaker, participants, and guests.

SMVD University Organizes Self-Defence Workshop for Girls

The NSS, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University (SMVDU), organized a self-defence workshop for girl stu-
dents in which 135 girls took an active part. Mr Naresh Chander, President, Traditional Karate-Do Asso-
ciation of Jammu & Kashmir, and a trainer with 28 years of experience in self-defence training, conduct-
ed the workshop. The NSS Volunteer, Mr Praneel Sharma, took the initiative and organized the event
with the coordination of other NSS team volunteers. The NSS Programme Coordinator, SMVDU, Dr Rajiv
Kumar, was also present during the event and appreciated the efforts of NSS team members.
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ICSSR National Workshop on “Strategy and Sustainable Development” Inau-
gurated at SMVDU

An ICSSR sponsored workshop (21 March-02 April, 2022) on "Strategy and Sustainable Development"
under Capacity Building Program, was organized by the School of Business, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Uni-
versity (SMVDU) in which twenty participants from various Indian states participated. The workshop
was organized in the academic collaboration of the Strategic Management Forum of India and Research
for Resurgence Foundation, said Dr. Deepak Jain, Course Co-Director. In the inaugural address, Prof. R.
K. Sinha, Vice-Chancellor, SMVDU, stressed on developing the strategic approach to achieve 17 Sustain-
able Development Goals as defined by the United Nations. He said that the academicians and research-
ers have to come forward to look into contemporary issues in the sustainable development goals and
define the interventions for the achievement of these goals. Prof. Arvind Sahay, founder member of
Strategic Management Forum of India, said that we need to learn from ancient Bhartiya wisdom and re-
flect on how can we create winning opportunities for the sustainability of the society. Shri Nagendra
Singh Jamwal, Registrar, SMVDU, briefed the audience about commitment of the university for green
campus, and said that the university has been in the Global SGD ranking. Dr. Suparn Kr. Sharma, Dean,
Faculty of Management, SMVDU, asked for creating the balance in economic profit and social goals. At
the outset, Dr. Saurabh, Head, School of Business, SMVDU, introduced the concept of strategy and sus-
tainability, and briefed the participants about the various benefits of sustainability in business. The event
ends with a formal vote of thanks.

Celebration and Day Observed

International Women’s Day Celebrated at SMVDU

To celebrate International Women’s Day 2022, the NSS volunteers of Shri Mata Valshno Devi Unlver5|ty
organized an awareness session on “Female hygiene & _LiNpe
and sanitation” in which misassumptions about men- | &;
strual hygiene practices were discussed, and the sani-
tary napkins were also distributed. In many underprivi-
leged and impoverished communities, many households
cannot afford to buy sanitary pads and tampons, thus
forcing young girls to make alternative protection meth-
ods, said Navya Jyoti, NSS volunteer. The volunteers
spread awareness regarding the necessity of following
proper sanitary as well as hygiene habits, among several female housekeeping staff of University. While
menstruation and menstrual hygiene are still taboo in certain cultures, it is crucial to make menstrual
hygiene a fundamental component of women’s healthcare and well-being in both rural and urban re-
gions. The initiative was highly appreciated by Dr. Rajiv Kumar, Faculty Coordinator, NSS, SMVDU.
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Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University Organizes Poetry Recitation on Shaheedi
Diwas

On the occasion of Shaheedi Diwas, the NSS, Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi University SMVDU), organized a Hindi
poem recitation on Shaheed Bhagat Singh. The event
was organized at the university stadium in which more
than 200 students participated. They acknowledged
the valorous deeds of the freedom fighters. The ses-
sion was concluded with singing of Vande Mataram.
Later in the evening, a movie "Ingilab”, based on the |
life of Shaheed Bhagat Singh, was screened. The stu- \
dents took inspiration from the movie, and filled with
enthusiasm.

SMVDU Celebrates World Water Day at Akhnoor

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University in collaboration with Archaeological Survey of India celebrated World
Water Day at the historic Chenab River Front, Akhnoor. Held under the aegis of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav, the event was aimed at celebrating the natural resource - water, and inspiring actions to-
wards sustainz?]ble ——— ; SN 3 v - —a »1
future. It  wit- 4 s T A
nessed an enthusi-
astic gathering of | ¢
students, histori- |38
ans, administra-
tors, and academi-
cians. During this,
a Heritage Walk
was flagged off
from the famous
Buddhist Site Am- ||
baran by  Prof. §
(Dr.) Ravindra Ku-
mar Sinha, VC,
SMVDU, which culminated at the revered Jia Pota Ghat. The Heritage Walk covered Chandian park,
Parshuram temple, Baba Sunder Singh Gurudwara, Pandav Gufa, Kameshwar Temple, Raja Virat Ka Kila
and the spot where Maharaja Gulab Singh was anointed as the King Of Jammu at Jio Pota on the banks
of the mighty Chenab. The participants were provided a detailed insight into the Vedic River Asikini, now
known as Chenab that holds centre stage in fostering the prosperity of civilisations transcending from
ancient history to the present. Dr. Izhar Alam Hashmi, Superintendent Archaeologist ASI, Jai Karan
Singh and other experts from ASI, J&K Circle, briefed about the historical, architectural and cultural as-
pects of prominent sites such as Akhnoor Fort and Harappan Site. "Ambaran is a major Buddhist site in
North India," Dr Hashmi asserted. The VC, SMVDU, appreciated the initiative undertaken by the Univer-
sity. He highlighted the importance of ground water recharging, preservation of wetlands for the survival
of the rivers. "Depletion of ground water in North India for irrigation is alarming and will have negative
impact on drinking water availability," he said. Nagendra Singh Jamwal, Registrar, SMVDU, threw light
on how the water bodies are held sacred and respected in Dogra culture and Jammu region. OP Sharma,
environmentalist, Dr. Sharda Potukuchi, Dean Academics, Mohan Singh, journalist and heritage expert,
Dr. Rakesh Thussoo, President Board of Cultural Studies, Dr. Indu Bhushan also spoke on the occassion.
The students of School of Biotechnology, SMVDU, performed cultural items on the occasion. Later, the
participants were served traditional dishes from Dogra cuisine in leaf plates (pattal) and cups (doona).
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External Experts

School of Civil Engineering, SMVDU Organizes an Expert Talk on Rubber Dam:
Advanced Water Management Systems

Shot on OnePlus

By Nan

The School of Civil Engineering, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University, Katra, organized an expert talk on
Rubber Dam: Advanced Water Management System in which Shri Abhishek Rajput, Senior Design Engi-
neer, Yooil Infrastructures, Pvt. Ltd. delivered a lecture. The talk aimed to provide students exposure to
the latest technology available in the market for implementation in the projects they shall be working
on. Shri Rajput described the technology of Rubber Dams. The expert presented videos and photographs
of the Gorakhpur site. The Faculty members and students got a new perspective on the latest technolo-
gy. The talk was coordinated by Shri Gautam Narula, Assistant Professor, School of Civil Engineering,
and concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr. Vaibhav Sapkal, Assistant Professor, School of Civil Engi-
neering. Dr. V. K. Dogra, Head of School of Civil Engineering, felicitated Shri Abhishek Rajput by pre-
senting a memento.

Faculty/Staff Updates

Talk Delivered

Dr Bairwa of SMVDU Delivered a Talk at Genetics Society of America, GSA

Dr Narendra K Bairwa, Faculty Member, School of Biotechnology, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University,
presented a paper at the 31st Fungal Genetics Conference organized by the Genetics Society of America
(GSA) from 15-20 March 2022 at Asilomar Conference Grounds in Pacific Grove,
California, the USA in both virtual and offline mode. The GSA is an international
scientific society representing more than 5,000 researchers and educators around
the world. The conference organized the sessions on the topics: cell biology and
morphology, secondary metabolism and production of useful metabolites, stress,
cross-species interaction, chromatin, heterochromatin, epigenetics, signalling and
metabolism, and alike. Dr. Bairwa presented the paper in the Comparative and
Functional Genomics Session of the conference; he is also a member of the Genet-
ics Society of America (GSA). The faculty member acknowledged the support pro-
vided by SMVDU, DBT, SERB, India, and collaborators.
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Dr Gupta of SMVDU Delivers a Talk at BanasthaliVidyapith

Dr Sachin Kumar Gupta, Faculty, School of Electronics & Communication Engineering, Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi University (SMDU), Katra, has delivered an invited talk on "Unmanned Aerial Vehi-
cle (UAV) Assisted Network and its Security Issues & Challenges” in a Faculty Develop-
ment Program on “Intelligent Computing and Communications” organized by Banasthali
Vidyapith, Rajasthan, supported by the Department of Science and Technology (DST),
Govt. of India under the scheme Consolidation of University Research for Innovation
and Excellence in Women (CURIE) during March 21-26, 2022. The talk was on “UAV:
Fundamental, Communication Models, Applications, and Future Perspective along with
Security Threats and its Counter measurements on UAV assisted ground network”. The
participants in the program were faculty members from different organizations in India.

Student Updates

Ms. Sehar of SMVDU Declares Qualified for the Award of Ph.D.

Ms. Sehar Shakeel Raina, Research Student, School of Mathematics, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University
(SMVDU) has been declared qualified for the award of the degree of Doctor of Philosophy
(Ph.D) in Mathematics. She has worked on the topic, titled “A Study on Some Relative
Topological Properties”, under the supervision of Dr A. K. Das, Faculty, School of Mathe-
matics, SMVDU. Her research work has been published in SCI/SCIE journals. The candi-
date thanked the Department of Science and Technology (DST), Govt. of India for grant-
ing her INSPIRE Fellowship during PhD, and she also expressed her gratitude to SMVD
University for providing all facilities and necessary support. Prof. R.K. Sinha, Vice-
Chancellor, SMVDU congratulated the candidate and wished her a bright future ahead.

School of Civil Engineering, SMVDU Students Visited Baglihar Hydro Electric
Project

The students of the School of Civil Engmeermg, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University, visited 900MW Bagll-
har Hydro Electric PrOJect & -

faculty members, namely [
Dr V. K. Dogra f
(HOD, SoCE), Shri Ankur | £
(Assistant Professor,
SoCE) and Shri Gautam
Narula (Assistant §
Professor, SoCE). Shri &
Jitendra Kumar Sharma
(Executive Engineer) at
Baglihar Hydro Electric
Project coordinated the
the educational visit. The
students visited the pow- \¢
erhouse and learned the . 7
operation and maintenance ~— - of
the hydro-electric project. The students were made familiar with the electrical, mechanical, software and
civil components of the hydro-electric projects. The trip helped students to gain practical knowledge.
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SMVDU Students Bag Best Poster Presentation Award

The students of M.Sc. Biotechnology, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University, nhamely Ashish Kumar, Tania
Chalotra, and Raksha Lalotra, presented a paper and won the best
poster paper presentation award at the international conference on
"Frontiers of Space Technology and Applications for Humanity", orga-
nized by the Central University of Jammu in collaboration with Indian
Institute of Space Science and Technology (IIST), Thiruvananthapu-
ram. The students worked under the supervision of Dr. Indu Bhushan
Faculty, School of Biotechnology, and were assisted by the PhD
Scholars, namely Atin K. Pathak, Malvika Mehta, and Chitrakshi Cho-
pra. The students highlighted the assessment of the agriculture field through remote sensing and GIS
for crop health and their role in the Agriculture Industry, Renewable Energy Sources. They also interact-
ed with academicians, research scholars, and scientists, and shared their ideas related to internet tech-
nologies, digital India, and smart cities.

SMVDU Student Bags 2"¢ Best Paper Award

Alisha Mahajan, PhD Student from School of Economics, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University
(SMVDU), bagged the second-best paper award with a cash prize for presenting her paper
titled "Environmental Stringency and Sustainable Trade: Perspective of Environmentally Sen- |
sitive Goods in G20" at the International Virtual Conference "Sustainable Development in
Search of New Development Model" ICSDNDM, organized by, SANSKRITHI SCHOOL OF BUSI-
NESS, Puttaparthi, Andhra Pradesh, on 26" & 27""March, 2022. Faculty members of the
School of Economics congratulated the scholar for her achievement.

Social Responsibility

Vikalp SMVDU Conducted a Village Contact Program

Volunteers of Vikalp - a student initiative at SMVD University, conducted a campalgn for the underprivi-
leged children in the nearby villages around the =
university. Since 2009, Vikalp has been fulfilling ;f
the social responsibility of the University by edu- i
cating and nourishing the underprivileged chil- |
dren of the villages. The volunteers campaigned
and convinced the parents to join the Vikalp pro-
gram again. Thirty Vikalp volunteers actively
participated in the campaign and interacted with
the parents and children. They also introduced
the community to the services being provided by
Vikalp, such as education, hygiene, career coun-
selling, sports, computer classes, extracurricular
activities, and similar approaches to engage kids
for their holistic development. The village com-
munity was also briefed about Vikalp’s commit- \g
ment to social justice, sustainable development, =
and human rights and development activities and programs undertaken for the I|teracy of chlldren and
adults who belong to poor and rural areas. Sumanta Sarathi Sharma, Faculty Coordinator, Vikalp appre-
ciated the efforts made by volunteers and thanked the University administration for allowing Vikalp to
again extend its services to the adopted villages under Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA).
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ALUMNI CORNER

Alumni Meet, SOE, SMVDU

The School of Economics, SMVDU conducted its 1 Alumni Meet on 20" March 2022 through the online
mode. The Meet started with a formal welcome by Head, School of Economics, Dr. Meenakshi Gupta.
She expressed her best wishes to all alumni for success in their future endeavours. The coordinator of
Alumni Committee of School of Economics, Dr. Kakali Majumdar, briefed about the I** Alumni Meet of
School of Economics. She also welcomed the distinguished guests and members, joined the Meet. Dr.
Sakshi Arora, President, SMDU Alumni Association (SMVDUAA), briefed about the working of Alumni As-
sociation of the University and about the re-
cently conducted seminars. Dr. Irfan Ul
Hagq, SMVDUAA Member Secretary, ad-
dressed the alumni, and encouraged them
to play an active role in the development
of society. An IES Officer, Mr. Tanveer Ah-
mad Khan, was the Chief Guest of the
event, who is the first Indian Economic
Services (IES) Officer from Jammu and
Kashmir, and secured second rank at the
all india level. He interacted with the
Alumni and the students and guided them
about various carrier opportunities in both
public as well as private sector. The ex-
faculty members of School of ECONOMICS, i —
Dr. Showkat Ahmad Bhat and Mr. Amarjit Singh, were also present during the event. Around 60 alumni,
some of them pursing higher studies from world renowned institutions such as The University of
Warwick, United Kingdom, University of Exeter, United Kingdom, IIT Bombay, NMIMS, and Thapar
Institute of Engineering & Technology and some working in different private sector such as Aditya Birla
Capital, Journalism, PNB Met Life, Xceedance, Impetus Technologies, Moody's Analytics, Teach of India
and public sector such as State Tax Department, Jammu and Kashmir also joined the meeting. They
recollected their experiences of stay in the campus, and the memorable moments they shared with the
faculty. They also shared their views and gave valuable advice and guidance to present students of the
school. The Alumni showed their willingness to remain in touch with the School in the future, and
informed that they will look forward to many more such meets which will keep them connected. The
event was concluded with a formal vote of thanks delivered by Ms. Alisha Mahajan, Research Scholar,
School of Economics.
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