
 
1 LESSON PLAN  

Course Title British Literature: The Early 20th Century 

Course Code: LNLMD204 

Course Coordinator Dr Manpreet Sharma 

Credits 04 

Evaluation Scheme   Total 100 Marks 

Quiz (Total 20 Marks) Assignment/Project  

(Total 20 marks) 

(Minimum Two Assignments or 

one Project) 

Mid-Term 

 

Major 

Examination 

 

Total 

 

Quiz I 

(5 marks 

Quiz II 

(5 marks) 

 

Quiz III 

(5 marks) 

 

Quiz IV 

(5 marks) 

  20 marks) 

(1 ½ Hour 

Duration) 

(40 marks) 

(3 Hour 

Duration 

100 Marks 

WEEKS TOPICS TO BE COVERED 

Week 1    Introduction to Modernism & Virginia Woolf; Stream of 

Consciousness technique 

  Historical context: Post-WWI Britain; Social changes and 

gender role  

Week 2   Beginning of Mrs Dalloway; Clarissa's morning and thoughts 

  Septimus Warren Smith's introduction; PTSD and war trauma 
Week 3   Themes: Time, memory, identity; Clarissa and Peter Walsh 

  Symbolism: Big Ben, flowers, parties 
Week 4   Class, gender, and social expectations; Clarissa’s internal 

conflicts 

  Close reading passages – narrative technique & inner 

monologue 
Week 5   Septimus’s decline; comparison with Clarissa’s psychological 

state 

  Role of doctors (Holmes & Bradshaw); critique of mental health 

care 
Week 6    Clarissa’s party; intersection of characters’ lives 

  Lecture 12: Septimus’s death & its thematic resonance 
Week 7   Final reflections: Clarissa’s epiphany; closure and ambiguity 

Week 8   Introduction to Shaw & British theatre; Victorian society 

  The myth of Pygmalion; Class distinctions & language 

Week 9   Act I – Covent Garden scene; Eliza and Higgins meet 
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Course Outcomes: after completion of the course students will be able to: 

 CO1. Interpret key themes and ideas in Mrs Dalloway and Pygmalion, such as identity, 

gender, class, time, and personal transformation. 

 CO2. Analyse literary techniques used by Virginia Woolf and G.B. Shaw, including 

stream of consciousness, satire, symbolism, and dialogue. 

 CO3. Explain the historical and cultural contexts of early 20th-century Britain and how 

they shape the characters and social issues in both texts. 

 CO4. Compare and contrast the narrative structure, character development, and thematic 

concerns of a modernist novel and a realist play. 

 CO5. Apply critical thinking and literary theory (e.g., feminism, Marxism, 

psychoanalysis) to deepen interpretation and analysis of the texts 

Recommended Books: 

 Hermione Lee – Virginia Woolf 

 Julia Briggs – Virginia Woolf: An Inner Life 

 Alex Zwerdling – Virginia Woolf and the Real World  

  Act II – Social mobility; transformation begin 

Week 10   Act III – The Embassy party; class performance vs reality 

  Satire of British aristocracy; Higgins’s arrogance 
Week 11 (17

th
 -21

st
 March, 2025) Mid-Term  

2
nd

 May, 2025 Showing of Mid-Term Answer Sheets 

Week 13   Act IV – Post-party disillusionment; gender dynamics 

  Act V – Power, independence, and ambiguous ending 

Week 14   Language and identity; performativity and transformation 

  Shaw’s preface and postscript – authorial intent 

Week 15   Comparing Eliza and Clarissa – autonomy & identity 

  Thematic parallels and contrast: class, gender, and self-

expression 
Week 16 Performing some comic scenes of Pygmalion in the Class (Class 

Activity) 
Week 17 (5

th
 -9

th
 May, 2025) Revision Week    

Week 18 (13
th

 – 22
nd

 May, 2025) Major Examinations 

29
th

 May, 2025                                    Showing of Major Exams Answer Sheets  
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 Nicholas Grene – Shaw, Lady Gregory and the Abbey: A Study of the Irish Literary Theatre 

 Stanley Weintraub – Bernard Shaw: The Ascent of the Superman  

 Christopher Innes – Modern British Drama: The Twentieth Century 

 Calendar of Quizzes/Assignment etc. to be provided as per below details and exact dates to be 

fixed in consultation with other course coordinators to avoid overlap of Quizzes of different 

courses.  

Component Date 

Quiz-I 27
th

 -31
st
, January 2025 

Quiz-II 24
th

 -28
th

 February, 2025 

Assignment-I 10
th

 -12
th

 February, 2025 

Mid-Term 17-21
st
 March, 2025 

Assignment-II/ 

Project Submission 

21
st
 – 24

th
 April, 2025 

Quiz-III 7
th

 – 11
th

 April, 2025 

Quiz-IV 28
th

 April-2nd, May, 2025 

Major Exam 13
th

 – 22
nd

 May, 2025 

Note: 

1.  One surprise Quiz may be fixed out of Quiz-II, Quiz-III or Quiz-IV. 

2. In case of any deviation in evaluation methodology for courses such as AEC/VAC/SEC 

shall be mentioned accordingly.  Thus, same shall be approved by the next BOS of 

school if not done earlier. 

Signature of Course Coordinator :   


