
 

 

SMVDU Organises Heritage Walk at Babore Temples, Manwal 
 

The historic Babore temples at Manwal on Friday witnessed a huge gathering of histo-

rians, academicians, artists and students to celebrate Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav by a 

collaborative venture of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University (SMVDU), Surinsar Mansar 

Development Authority and Directorate of Tourism. The two schools of Shri Mata 

Vaishno Devi University, namely School of Architecture and Landscape Design 

(SoALD) & School of Philosophy and Culture (SoPC) also participated in the event. In 

that, a Heritage Walk was flagged-off by CEO, Surinsar-Mansar Development Authori-

ty, Dr. Gurwinder Jeet Singh, that covered five temple sites spread over one kilome-

tre. During the walk, visitors were informed about the prominent historical, architec-

tural and cultural aspects of the sites at Manwal that are being maintained by the Ar-

chaeological Survey of India (ASI). Eminent expert from Archaeological Survey of In-

dia, Jammu Chapter, Asst. Archaeologist, Mr. Jai Karan Singh briefed everyone about 

the historic essence and architectural grandeur of the temples, namely, Devi Bhagwati 

Temple, Dera Babore, Kala Dera 1 and 2. He emphasized the need for preserving the 

cultural heritage of Jammu region. The students of School of Architecture and Land-

scape Design, SMVDU, showed keen interest in the ornate carvings and style of tem-

ple building. They captured the temples through photographs, videos, sketching. Dig-

nitaries present on the occasion included Nagendra Singh Jamwal, JKAS, Registrar, 

SMVDU, Ar Aditya Kumar Singh, Head, School of Architecture and Landscape Design 

(SMVDU), and faculty members from SoALD & SoPC. Officials from SMDA, and Tour-

ism Department, including Rakesh Koul, Executive Engineer Mr. Sunil Kumar Tagotra, 

AEE Madhukumarsamyal, AO Mr Shiv Das Gupta, were also present on the occasion. 

Tehsildar Manjhalta, Mr Uttam Palsar,  Manjhalta SHO, Mr. Virender Gupta and Sar-

panch village Thalora Mr. Balwant Rai Sharma also participated in the event. The 

event also featured a folk song and dance performance by Ram Ditta and party. The 

participants were served traditional dishes from Dogra cuisine in leaf plates (pattal) 

and cups (doona).The event culminated with felicitation of the dignitaries and artists. 
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 UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

¶ ICSSR, sponsored, 

two-week Work-

shop under Capaci-

ty Development 

Program On Strate-

gy & Sustainable 

Development from 

21st March   ï 02nd 

April, 2022. 

 

¶ World Intellectual 

Property Day on 

29th April, 2022 

PATRON  

Prof. R. K. Sinha 
 

 Honôble Vice Chancellor 



EBSB Conducts a Discussion on ñCuisines of Tamil Nadu and J&Kò 
 

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University along with Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), New 

Delhi, organized an online webinar on ñCuisines of J&K and Tamil Naduò under the flagship of Azadi Ka 

Amrut Mahotsav program as a part of 

Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat (EBSB) 

events series. The engagements 

covered various aspects of life,   

including language, society, culture, 

economy, food, festivals, tourist 

spots, sports, and alike. The pro-

gram aimed to enhance interaction 

and promote mutual understanding 

between people of different states/

UTs through state/UT pairing. The 

U.T. of J&K has been paired with 

the state of Tamil Nadu. The EBSB 

at SMVD University and Indira Gan-

dhi National Centre for the Arts 

(IGNCA), New Delhi, organized vari-

ous activities, themed on culture, lan-

guage, dance forms, architecture, spirituality, cuisine, festivals etc. from 24th February to 15th March  

celebrating the Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav. The first event in this lineage was organized on 24th February 

2022, in which Shri V. Shankar delivered a plenary talk on the cultural and spiritual journeys of Adi 

Shankaracharya.  

 

Entrepreneurship Development Program Begins at SMVDU 

The Entrepreneurship Development Cell, SMVD University, inaugurated the ñEntrepreneurship Develop-

ment Programò sponsored by the higher education department, J&K from 7th March 2022 to 14th March 

2022. The program was designed for the college students in which around 75 students from different 

colleges of JK participated. During the inaugural address, Prof. R.K. Sinha, Vice Chancellor, SMVDU, mo-

tivated students to become job creators rather than job seekers, and advised them to apply the 

knowledge to pursue their interests. Mrs. Anoo Malhotra (KAS), Director, Industries & Commerce and 

Guest of Honour of the event, emphasized the adoption of green ways of industrialization and knowledge 

of local resources, and she highlighted the opportunities available in various schemes of the UT of J&K. 

Dr. Yasmeen Ashai, Director Colleges, Higher Education Dept. J&K, emphasized the reforms in higher 

education courses through technology and entrepreneurship. Earlier, Dr. Supran Sharma, Program Coor-

dinator, emphasized that the programme has been conceived to make the young generation aware of 

what is happening around them. Sh. Nagendra Singh Jamwal (KAS), Registrar, SMVDU, briefed about 

the efforts of SMVDU in encouraging innovation and identifying opportunities for entrepreneurial ven-

tures. Dr. Sharada Potukuchi, Dean Academic Affairs, delivered a formal vote of thanks. 
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SMVDU Organises Heritage Walk at Krimchi Temple Complex 
 

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University in collaboration with Patnitop Development Authority and Archaeologi-

cal Survey of India organized a heritage walk at the historic Krimchi Temple Complex, Udhampur. Held 

under the aegis of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, the event witnessed an enthusiastic gathering of students, 

historians, artists, administrators, and academicians. The Heritage Walk up to Krimchi Fort was flagged 

off by Padma Shri Prof. Ravindra Kumar Sinha, VC, SMVDU, and Thakur Sher Singh, CEO, PDA, from the 

Krimchi Temples. During the guided tour followed by Heritage Baithak, the participants were made 

aware about the prominent historical, architectural and cultural aspects of the sites at Krimchi that are 

being maintained by Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). The group of ancient temples located at Krim-

chi, in Udhampur District of Jammu and Kashmir, are believed to have been built around 11th and 12th 

century AD, and popularly identified as Pandava Temples given their Mahabharat connection. These 

temples, designed on stone structures, with a stream flowing nearby, take one to the magnificence of 

bygone era. Jai Karan Singh and other experts from ASI, J&K Circle, briefed about the historic essence 

and architectural grandeur of the temples. Anil Paba and Ashok Sharma, Heritage Experts, provided a 

detailed insight to the rich and royal past of Jammu region, and emphasized the importance of preserv-

ing it for the posterity. The VC, SMVDU appreciated the initiative undertaken by the University amidst 

the growing need for exposure to local heritage and culture, especially for students. He said that more 

such events be organised and that the university should work upon documentation, beautification and 

preservation of heritage of the region. The CEO, PDA, shared the initiatives being taken to develop, and 

promote the tourism potential with respect to adventure, heritage, culture, and leisure in and around 

Patnitop Circuit. The collaborative efforts of Authority and university can motivate us to reach the goals, 

he said. Nagendra Singh Jamwal, Registrar, SMVDU, said that Jammu region is abundantly blessed with 

natural gifts as well as manmade wonders. The folk performances by Romalo Ram and his troupe and 

students mesmerized the participants. Later, the participants were served dishes from Dogra cuisine in 

leaf plates (pattal) and cups (doona). Others present on the occasion were Dr. Suparn Sharma, Dean, 

Faculty of Management, Dr Saurabh, HoD, School of Business, Dr. Sarabjot Singh, and Dr.Surbhi Kapur, 

Assistant Professor, School of Business, SMVDU, Gauhar Ahmed Khan, Superintendent Engineer, ASI. 
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