
 
 

                                       

                            National Seminar on Abhinavagupta concludes   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

A National Seminar on òAbhinavagupta: The Genius of Kashmiró was organized by the Dept. of Philosophy 

& Culture in collaboration with the Indira Gandhi National Center for the Arts, New Delhi, from 3rd - 4th  

September, 2016. As this is the millennium year of Abhinavagupta, a great saint and noted philosopher of 

the Kashmir Shaivism tradition, IGNCA is conducting national seminars at four distinct places in India this 

year, this one being the first in series. The seminar was inaugurated with a welcome note by Dr. V. K. 

Tripathi, Head, Dept. of Philosophy & Culture, a theme presentation by Dr. Anil Kumar Tewari, presenta-

tion about IGNCA by Dr. Advaitavadini Kaul, address by Dr. N. D. Sharma from IGNCA, keynote address 

by Dr. Bharat Gupta, Trustee IGNCA and Inaugural Address by Prof. Shiv Nirmohi.  
 
 

Total seventeen papers were presented by scholars from all across the country and a range of topics were 

covered including Abhinavaguptaõs contribution to aesthetics, poetry, linguistics, epistemology, metaphysics, 

soteriology and spiritual aspects of his philosophy. The importance of his contribution to Indian theater 

arts, his influence on the later philosophical thinking and spiritual practices and shaping the Indian philoso-

phy of art was also highlighted. The seminar was enriched by presentations by Prof. Ram Pratap, former 

Head of Sanskrit Dept. University of Jammu, Prof. Ram Bahadur Shukla from Sanskrit Dept. University of 

Jammu and a number of research scholars from the same dept. Dr. Krishna Murari Mani Tripathi and Dr. D. 

Dayanath, Dr. Ratan Pandey, Dr. Nigam Pandey from Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, Jammu, Dr. Rajneesh 

Shukla from JNU, Dr. Amitabh Vikram Dwivedi from Dept. of Languages and Literature SMVDU, Dr. M. M. 

Chaturvedi, Dr. Anil K. Tewari and Dr. V. K. Tripathi from Dept. of Philosophy & Culture also presented  

papers. The seminar concluded with a report presentation by Dr. Anil K. Tewari, a valedictory address by 

Dr. Bharat Gupta and Dr. Shiv Nirmohi, a vote of thanks by Dr. V. K. Tripathi and a concluding prayer 

ôBhairava-strotraõ by Dr. Advaitavadini Kaul. The IGNCA officials also expressed their satisfaction on the 

meticulous organization of the seminar and expressed their willingness to have more collaborative activities 

with the Department of Philosophy and Culture, SMVDU. The IGNCA is also considering  publication of 

selected papers in edited Millennium Volume on Abhinavagupta.  
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                                                             Teachersõ Day Celebrated  

 

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University celebrated Teachersõ Day on 05th September, 2016. The Program was organised by Department 

of Mechanical Engineering to pay tributes to the  teachers who have made us to stand at present position. During this day long 

celebrations, a video presentation on the life of Dr. S. Radhakrishnan and other great teachers was presented by Dr. Balbir Singh, 

Assistant Professor , Department of Mechanical Engineering, SMVDU. Messages by former Vice Chancellors of SMVDU were also 

read during the session . The Coordinator of the event, Dr. Balbir Singh gave a presentation on the theme titled  òQuality Im-

provement in Higher Educational Institutionsó. Prof. V. Verma, Dean College of Engineering ,was the chief guest on the occasion.  

The chief guest highlighted the role of a teacher as a model to shape the future of the youth.  The chief guest later felicitated some 

retired teachers from adjoining areas of SMVDU who shared their teaching experiences with the audience . Those who were felic-

itated nt included Sh. Charandass Sharma (Retd. Head Master), Sh. Baj Singh (Retd. Senior Teacher), Sh. Madan Lal Anand (Retd. 

Senior Teacher) and Sh. Kaka Ram (Retd. Head Master). Professor V.K Bhat, Dean, Faculty of Management and Sciences felicitated 

Dr. Shailla Cannie, Principal, Shrine Board Nursing College, Kakryal, Mr. Sanjay Sharma, Principal, DPS Kakryal, Mr. Lal Chand, 

Principal , Govt. High School, Panthal and Mr. Labbi Kumar Principal, Green Field Public School, Kakryal for their contribution in 

spreading literacy among students from  Kakryal  and surrounding area of Katra region. The event ended with oath ceremony by 

all the teaching fraternity with a mission to work for society and nation at large.  

 

Two Days National Level MDP   
 

Two Days National level Management Development Programme on ôDeveloping Individuals as an Instrument for Organization 

Excellenceõ concluded at School of Busi-

ness, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Univer-

sity, Katra on 10th September,2016. 

Designed to provide a guide to de-

velop sustainable excellence in or-

ganization through actualization of 

human potential in all roles and at all 

levels, the Management Develop-

ment Programme aimed to enlighten 

the role and relevance of individuals 

in enhancing organization excellence. 

The programme focused to train 

middle level management employees 

of manufacturing industries, service 

sector, and others. The participants 

appreciated the contents and          

modalities of the programme and expressed that such kind of programmes expands the horizon of their learning by giving them a 

new lines of thinking and rejuvenate them for new and challenging work assignment.During the inaugural ceremony of the pro-

gramme, Dr. Supran Kr. Sharma, Programme Coordinator & Associate Professor, School of  Business, extending the warm.   
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Welcome to the participants, emphasized that this kind of programme facilitates in honing the skills of individuals in enhancing 

organization excellence on the one hand and on the other hand academia-industry interface beneficial to both the sides also be-

comes stronger. He also briefed the participants about the contents of programme. During the inaugural ceremony Dr. Ashutosh, 

Associate Professor, School of Business also emphasized on the constructive role of these type of MDPs for senior level industry 

peoples.  

 

Comprising of 10 sessions, the programme included discussions and interactions on topics like organization excellence, conflict 

handling, rational decision making, collaboration and team work, workplace spirituality, stress management, motivation and inter-

personal communication. The programme had participation from various organizations including HDFC Bank ltd., Emcure Pharma-

ceuticals Ltd., Zuventus Healthcare Ltd., Chenab Textile Mills, J&K Bank Ltd., SGT University, Gurgaon, Axis Bank Ltd., Cadila 

Pharmaceuticals Ltd., Century Plyboards (I) Ltd., SMVDSB, Katra, TVS Filters, Dabur India Ltd., Amar Ujala, etc.  

                                           Software Freedom Week Celebrated  

 

 

The Software Freedom Day, observed on the 3rd Saturday of September every year globally was celebrated weeklong at the De-

partment of Computer Science & Engineering at SMVD University Katra from 12th ð 17th sept, 2016 . The goal of this celebration 

was to educate the students, faculty and staff members about the benefits of using high quality FOSS in education, at home,      

business, and everywhere! The Event was inaugurated on 12th of September 2016 by the Vice Chancellor of the University            

Prof Sanjeev Jain, who highlighted the importance of using Free and open source solutions and stressed on to cut down costs and 

increase security and privacy. The Dean Faculty of Engineering conveyed the importance of different applications  available online 

and their usage in industry. The Convener of the function Dr. Ajay Koul emphasized on awareness and easy migration of various 

applications from closed source to open one. The event proceeded with a hangout session from Ed Cable,  Director, Mifos Initia-

tive, a U.S. based micro financing organization. The first workshop of FOSS which emphasized on the various options available in 

open source and how important it is to every one of us in our day to day lives, Web technologies workshop highlighted upon the 

basics on how to make a website and web applications using open source softwareõs. Python workshop made the students aware 

about the fact that every IT company is moving to the world of open source and using Python as one of their language for soft-

ware development. Internet Security workshop showed the meaning of ethical hacking and also about how the students can con-

tribute to make the network more secure using the open source applications. Linux workshop attracted the students as they wit-

nessed there are various operating systems other than Windows and it is very easy and interesting to work on them. Around 150 

open source enthusiasts participated in the workshops. The other hangout sessions were conducted by Christopher Clark, CEO, 

Chris Dev who shared his knowledge about Python and about how his organization works & Gulliame Catelli, an entrepreneur.  

He shared his life events of being a student of the university and what inspired him to work hard for Gsoc. He also highlighted  

some hacks which could help the students to work for Gsoc & outreach programs. The winners of the competitions were award-

ed with certificates, trophies and goodies on the concluding day. 
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              Two Days National Level MDP on òStrengthening Lending Decisions to MSMEsó  
 

J&K Bank Sponsored Two days National Level Management Development Program on òStrengthening Lending Decisions to 

MSMEsó was held on 17th ð 18th Sept., 2016 at Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University, Katra. Organized by School of Business,       

SMVD University, the program aimed to equip participants with necessary skills, perspective and strategies to enable them to 

build a sustainable and healthy MSME credit portfolio. The program witnessed participation of officers from various banks like 

Jammu & Kashmir Bank, Canara Bank, Punjab National Bank, HDFC Bank Ltd., Axis bank Ltd., Bank of Maharashtra etc.  During 

the inaugural ceremony, Dr. Sanjay Kumar Mishra, Program Coordinator and Assistant Professor, Department of Business briefed 

the participants about the program. Guest of Honour of the program Shri Arvind Gupta, Vice President, J&K Bank Ltd. enumerat-

ed the role of MSME sector in nation development and the opportunities they offer to the banking sector. Shri Ashok Kumar 

Gupta, Former, Executive Director, Canara Bank and key note speaker for inaugural session outlined the key challenges and con-

temporary issues facing the banking sector in India. He called upon the bankers as ôtrustees of public fundsõ and highlighted the 

need to encourage SMEs to meet the aspirations of our country. The program witnessed sessions from eminent resource persons 

including Shri Ashok Kumar Gupta, Former, Executive Director, Canara Bank on lending tactics, pre-sanction and post sanction 

due diligence and mentoring and monitoring of MSMEs, Shri Jayant Keskar, Deputy General Manager, IDBI Bank Ltd. Mumbai, de-

liberated on trade finance. Dr. Ashutosh Vashistha, Associate Professor, Department of Business discussed the linkage between 

the Bankõs capital adequacy and permissible lending, and Dr. Sanjay Kumar Mishra talked on understanding and scrutinizing the 

projections of MSMEs.  

                                          

                    SMVDU -TBIC conducts events to tap potential entrepreneurs in  J&K  
 

SMVDU-Technology Business Incubation Center Society (SMVDU-TBIC), in association with Entrepreneurship Development Cell, 

and School of Business, SMVDU organized a hands-on workshop a hands-on training workshop on òHow to write a good business 

proposaló on 18th Sept, 2016. The resource person for the workshop was Dr. Suparn K. Sharma, Associate Professor, School of 

Business, SMVDU.  SMVDU-Technology Business Incubation Center Society (SMVDU TBIC) is established at the university , with 

the Grant-in-aid jointly from NSTEDB, DST, MoST, Government of India and Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University. The main objec-

tive of the Incubation center is to identify potential Entrepreneurs, especially in the State of Jammu-Kashmir, nurture and support 

innovations, develop technology based ideas into independent self-sustaining business. SMVDU-TBIC received around 40 innova-

tive business proposals and after 3 rounds of screening, 7 startup ideas have already been shortlisted as incubatees from the state 

and identification of more is in process. SMVDU-TBIC conducted two rounds of screening and has recommended 3 startups for 

the Startup India benefits, which are now duly recognized by the GoI and are proving to be excellent businesses. Dr. Swarkar 

Sharma is the Interim-CEO of SMVDU-TBIC with Dr. Ashutosh Vashishtha as the coordinator. SMVDU-TBIC has its application 

portal open 24x7 for preliminary applications through their website (www.smvdutbic.org). 

 

Three Day Workshop on ôResearch Methodology and Data Analysisõ Inaugurated     
 

Workshop on ôResearch Methodology and Data Analysisõ was organized by Human Resource  Development Centre (HRDC), Shri 

Mata Vaishno Devi University from 26th- 28th Sept, 2016. Thirty Two participants including Research Scholars, Faculty of SMVDU  


